 SERVICE

OF SELF

PARSHAS KORACH

- Y Korach son of Yitz'har (a grandson of Kehoth and great-grandson of
Levi®) began a rebellion® along with Dathan and Aviram (sons of Eliav*®)
and On son of Peleth? descendants of Reuben, ? They had a confrontation
with Moses along with 250 Israelites' who were men of rank in the com-
munity, representatives* at the assembly,® and famous.*

* They demonstrated against Moses and Aaron, and declared to them,
“You have gone o far!* All the people in the community are holy, and
God is with them. Why are you s€jting yourselves above God’s congrega-

tion?"

A :
2,
* When Moses heard this, he threw himself on his face. 5 Then he spoke

to Korach and his whole party. *[Tomorrow] morning,”* he said, “God’

twill show that Hel* knows who is His and who is holy, and He will bring
them close to Him.* He shall choose those who shall [be allowed to] present
lofferings]* to Him. '

Y ) |
T Tk S8 R Toer]
forach had a.problem with holiness. Why is praying a
“] ! 3" I ]II I - ﬁll - I?.W}l is stud . .
-d’ “holy” pursuit, while developing the ial
resources of G-d's world is not? If holiness means proximity

to the Divine, then everyone and everything is holy, for G-.d
dwells in each individual and in every component of I-Ixs

creation. Is Moses atop M
_korbanot_in_the Sapctuary, any “closer” to G-d than.the

. . “ 3 ?
Lraftsman at his workbench and the laborer at his daily toil
Wh is dividing line between the spiritual and the ma-

6 On a deeper level, the matanot ke-
bunab represent the resources that each and every individual
reserves for the “Koben” within himself—the time, energy and
possessions he allots for his own spiritual pursuits.

% .

i Here, again, Korach Qd_ng_t_qucuo_the_mammt_kebm
nah per se. But he refused to accept the notion that the
bus i i .
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This_apportionment of roles did: not, in itself, disturb
~ Korach, who appreciated the need for spirituality and tran- _
scendence in man’s relationship with his Creator. He was ,
himself a Levite, a spiritual notch above the materially-
involved Israelite; indeed, in his arguments against Moses .
he allowed that he coveted the office of Koben Gadol for

*higher” and “holier” role. Korach saw the material and the*;

spiritual s separate but equal venues of achievement. Both
are part of G-d's creation, he argued; both, when properly
employed, can equally bring man close to Gd.

E g i _the Koben” is the Jew's attitude toward
his material life. In the words of Maimonides, “Everything
that is.for the sake of G-d should be of the best and most
beautiful. When one-builds a house of prayer, it should be
dmore beautiful than his own dwelling. When one feeds the
hungry, he should feed him of the best and sweetest of his
table. When one clothes the naked, he should clothe him
with the finest of his clothes. Whenever” one designates
something for a holy purpose, he should sanctify the finest of
his possessions; as it is written,” ‘The choicest to G-d."*

— S - 9 - It is enough, argued

shel of grain that the Istzelite farmer reserves for the Ko- Korach, that we recognize the spiritual .
hen, or_the daily hour or two he devotes for study and’ gnize the spiritual as the appropriate

prayer, are somehow loftier and “holier” than the rest of his

harvést or day. Korach agreed that the materiallz—invdfv?d
_individual ought to designate a certain portion of his life

and wealth for matters of the spirit, supporting the men of

spirit of his community" and setting aside islands of time in
his material day for _spiritual endeavors of his own. But to

see thesusihenmﬂimmmmmrqﬁhiﬂifbimm -
timate objective of everything he doest

avocation for certain individuals, and as a necessary seg-
ment of every individual's life, But why, he demanded of
Mose$ and Aaron, do you insist on defining it as the apex
of communal and individual endeavors? The entire
community -is_holy," and G-d is amongst them and in their
every positive effort. Why do you raise yourselves, and the
spiritual ideal that you—and, indeed, I myself—represent,

ve the congregation of G-d?




jo

Korach was correct in his contention that our involvement

_with thie material can be no less G-dly an endeavor than

the most transcendent flights of spirit. Indeed, our sages

consider man'’s sanctification of material life the ultimate
objective of-creation. “G-d desired a dwelling in the lowly

S 5
Hence the amom_,__ems_none_elsc_be&des-l:lun—”-Any
other existence or reality we may identify—the objects and
* forces of the physical universe, the axiomatic truths we con-
template, the “I"” of our identities—simply have no existen-
tial “place in which to be. We must therefore conclude that

realms,” states the Midrash": “This,” writes Rabbi Schneur

_tegces s “besides I-hm but expressnons of His all-embracmg

Zalman of Liadi in his Tanya, “is what man is all about;
[this is] the purpose of his creatlon, and the creation of all
worlds, supernal and terrestrial.””_But Korach erred in his
understanding of the nature of this “dwelling in the lowly

realms” that G-d desires, and the manner in which man
can_mda:d_fashmn_a_dum_s_hgm_e out of his material self

and world.

It
The cardmal law of existence is, “There is none élse be-
sides Him.”" If you have an area one hundred cubic feet in

size, and a hundred-cubic-foot object is occunwng_lt._n_Q_

other object can share this space. If you have an object of i in-
finite size, no other object can possibly ocgupy any space, '

anywhere. If we substitute “reality” for @gce, it follows that

_the_reality of G-d, which suffers no limits or qualifications,

“g1ls” the entire expanse of reality. This is true not only of the™

E“l;ﬁ_ ical pa?ﬁeters of time and space, but also of the_ con-

ceptual parameters of existence: the very concept “existence”

" is not “large” enough to contain any additional existences

aside from the divine reality. Indeed, “existence” is not large
enough to “contain” G-d, who, as the creator and definer of
existence, carinot be deﬁned by a concept of His creation.

The reality of G-d
ries. ommmmﬁusmmmmd—bﬂhes
bomdanesioih&cxdusxonoialchc

5

Nevertheless—-—mdeed because of this—the “lowly
realm gf_th_e_matenal world is where G-d's purpose in crea-

tion is realized.” For G-d wanted more than the spiritual’s
natural affirmation of His truth. He wanted that the physi-

cal world, whase nature js inhospitable—indeed contrary—

to the divine truth, be made to “house” Him, to serve and -

express His all-transcendent, all-pervading reality.

s Man achieves this by living a material life, but doing so ;‘ 3

i
1
i

in the service of .a higher, spiritual goal. When a. person

spends ninety percent of his life earning a_living, eating,
sleeping, recreating and otherwise attending to his material

needs, yet does so in a way that demonstrates that all this is .

only to enable the ten percent he devotes to prayer, study,
charity and other G-dly endeavors, he is transforming the

very pature of the ghygxcal The “I exist” of the physxca[

_ J’"‘whi

belles the divine truth, has now become
partner to the reality that “There is none else besides

It has acknowledged its subservience to that whxch is
________g_______________——-—- pi

greater than itself,

reality. .

13 This explains why the physical reality is the “lowest” ele-
ment of G-d’s creation. The more “existence” a thing g POS-e
_sesses, the more presence it presumes, the greater a distor-

tion it is of the divine truth. While spiritual realities also pos-

sess definition and existence, these are far more ethereal
than the brute tangibility of the physical. More importantly,
the spiritual entity is of a “selfless” nature, always expressing
and serting a reali_tv_gl_'eater than itself, while physical matter
manifests only the “I am” of its tactual being. An idea or any,
emotion is always about somethmgelse, a stone or tree is os-

tensibly about itself. A person praying or 'studying is demon-
mammanng;uhxghcumthmmme_au_@ggre_a_tmg_ls
demonstrably affirming his individual heing.

|
%So of all the “worlds” and realities created by the Al
mighty, ll ] . l l.l . “ll _ l | . l Of
‘which there is none lower—'lowest’ in the sense that it most
conceals His manifest reality. It is a world of doubled and
redoubled darkness, so much so that it even contains

eVﬂ-—elerrl___e&ts_Wh@Qmmhethmﬂﬁzdmhnng. !
‘I am the ultimate.’™” '

o ' " 4
In other words, as long as the ma_te_galxs.not_made_tn_ex

press 113 snbﬁmwmespxnmalmnmmm
of creation that is “furthest fggm its divine source . Yet when
the mfenonty” of the materi en the

mateg_allx—_mgg_lygd individual orders his gnontxes so that his

- every material act s for the sake of the Kobenand the Koben
mMeﬁ then the “lowliest realm” of creation becomes
Jﬂﬁ:dhﬂdﬁgtﬂﬂ:stasseﬁmn.nﬂth:_dmmm |

This is where Korachs tmstake lay. The different levels of
,spmtual;t_y among the vanous segments of the people, and

chv —a ladderon wlnchthe matenally-mvolved mdxvxdual
looks up to his more spiritual brother, and regards his own

spiritual moments as the loftiest part of his day. The farmer
regards the produce that he gives to the Koben as the holi-

est part of his vield, for it represents the spiritual focus of
all his endeavors.

The businessman looks to the scholar as
the ideal; he feels trapped and stifled by the demands of his
vocation and lives for those few precious moments which
he manages to devote to study. .

A |

I E

|
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This is not because those who fill the more spiritual roles
occupy a more important place in G-d's world. On the con-
trary—the “lowly realm” of the material is the arena in
which the divine purpose in creation is realized. But the

specialty of the materially-involved individual lies precisely

is, those which least express the reality of G-d in any mani-

fest way) and, recognizing their lowliness. directs them to-

wards. the bigher purpose of seiving his spiritual endeavors
and spiritual brethren. .

1—0 .

As Maimonides points out, in the very first generation
of history, G-d demonstrated that he accepts no other de-
lineation of His relationship with man. As the Torah re-

(1 If one’s talents are to be divided. between-
two occupations, one whose primary function is to pay the
bills and a second which benefits his fellow-man, he should -
devote his keenest abilities to the latter. “The first of your

“grain-cradle,” commands the Torah, “you shall uplift to
.G-d"™: the best years of your life, the prime hours of your

day, the freshest of your energies, the choicest of your tal-
ents—what is first and uppermost in you, devote to G-dly

‘ !n “uplifting” the choicest to G-d, a person, in effect, is
saying: “Here lies the focus of my life. jtati is
may represent but a small part of what I am and have; but

" the purpose of everything else I do and possess is to enable

this percentile of spirit to rise above my matter-laden life.”

4
& o

lates, Cain and Abel both made offerings to the Almighty; -
but G-d rejected Cain'’s offerin s, be-

cause only Abel.“brought of the firstborn and choicestnf

his flocks.”*
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" The Torah writes of Hanoch, who was the seventh
generation after Adam, “And_Hanoch walked | _with
God,” upon which the Rabbis say: ‘"Hanoch was a cob-
bler._and_with_every_single_stit

achieved _mystical _unions_with_his Creator.”® I have
heard a beautiful explanation of this in the name a i
Yistael Salanter of blessed memory—an interpretation
which is indeed typical of his whole approach. He said
‘that_this midrash_cannot_possibly mean that while he was
sitting and stitching shoes for his customers his mind was
_engaged on mystical iss. This would be forbidden
by the din. How could he divert his attention to other
matters while engaged on work which he had been hired

todo by others? No, says Rabbi Yisrael; the “mystical |

unions” which Hanoch achieved were nothing more nor
less than the concentration which he lavished on each and
every stitch to ensure that it - would be good and strong
_and that the pair of shoes he was making would be 3
_good pair, giving the maximum
whoever would wear them. In this way Hanoch
achieved union with the attribute of his Creator, who
Tavishes his goodness and beneficence on others. This was
_his “mystical union”; he was united and wholehearted in .
his desire, his single-minded ambition, to attach himself

- to his Creator’s attributes, Of course, as a natural conse-

quence he was protected from any hint of evil or
wrongdoing. There could be no question of his ever
deceiving or over-reaching his customers, even unwit-
tingly. His “taking” would never exceed the value of the

work he was doing—the measure of his “giving.”)

)
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